LIMBAUGH: "Banks take the risks in issuing student loans and they are entitled to the
profits." (Radio show, quoted in FRQ, Summer/93)

REALITY: Banks take no risks in issuing student loans, which are federally insured.

LIMBAUGH: "Don't let the liberals deceive you into believing that a decade of sustained
growth without inflation in America [in the '80s] resulted in a bigger gap between the
haves and the have-nots. Figures compiled by the Congressional Budget Office dispel
that myth." (Ought to Be, p. 70)

REALITY: CBO figures do nothing of the sort. Its numbers for after-tax incomes show
that in 1980, the richest fifth of our country had eight times the income of the poorest
fifth. By 1989, the ratio was more than 20 to one.

LIMBAUGH: "The poorest people in America are better off than the mainstream families
of Europe." (Radio show, quoted in FRQ, Spring/93)

REALITY: Huh? Average income of poorest 20 percent of Americans is $5,226; the
average cash income of four major European nations--Germany, France, United
Kingdom and Italy: $19,708.

{{and, citizens of those countries enjoy national health care plans. U. S. citizens do not.}}
LIMBAUGH: "There's no such thing as an implied contract." (Radio show, Spring/93)

REALITY: Every first year law student knows there is.

LIMBAUGH: "Ladies and gentlemen, we now know why there is this institutional
opposition to low tax rates in the liberal wing of the Democratic Party. It's because [low
tax rates] are biblical in nature and in root. When you can trace the lowering of tax rates
on grain from 90 percent to 20 percent giving seven fat years during the days of Pharaoh
in Egypt, why then you are tracing the roots of lower taxes and rising prosperity to
religion.... You can trace individual prosperity, economic growth back to the Bible, the
Old Testament. Isn't it amazing?" (Radio show, 6/28/93)

REALITY: Amazingly wrong. Genesis 41 is about the wisdom of instituting taxes, not
cutting them. After Pharaoh had a dream that prophesied seven fat years to be followed
by seven lean years, Joseph advised him to "appoint officers over the land, and take up
the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years...and lay up corn under the
hands of Pharaoh." In other words, a 20 percent tax on the grain harvest would put aside
food for use during the famine. Pharaoh took Joseph's advice, and Egypt avoided hunger
during the famine.

LIMBAUGH: "Do you know we have more acreage of forest land in the United States
today than we did at the time the constitution was written." (Radio show, 2/18/94)

REALITY: In what are now the 50 U.S. states, there were 850 million acres of forest land
in the late 1700s vs. only 730 million today (The Bum's Rush, p. 136). Limbaugh's claim
also ignores the fact that much of today's forests are single-species tree farms, as
opposed to natural old-growth forests which support diverse ecosystems.



